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women perform with the BCCC in concerts,
competitions, churches and civic organiza-
tions.

Many members of the Chorus have grown
up singing with the BCCC, and the experience
has been life changing. Through the BCCC,
these young men and women learn to read
music, master a diverse and challenging rep-
ertoire, use, their voices properly, and become
poised and confident performers. They learn
an appreciation for a wide variety of cultures
through the music they study and perform. But
even more importantly, they learn the life les-
sons of self-discipline, personal responsibility,
self-expression, teamwork, and self-con-
fidence.

For Mr. Hinkle, the BCCC is about more
than singing. It is his vehicle for building char-
acter through disciplined and professional ar-
tistic expression. Donald Hinkle has always
been and always will be a man with a mission.
His students are the fulfillment of that mission.
They are not only accomplished singers, but
also better human beings. Mr. Hinkle inspires
them to strive for and achieve their personal
best. His uncompromising pursuit of excel-
lence transforms all of his students. | con-
gratulate him on these accomplishments.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CHRIS
BROWN

HON. SCOTT MCINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Chris
Brown of Grand Junction, Colorado whose ef-
forts and vision recently earned his business,
the designation of Small Business of the Year
from the Grand Junction Chamber of Com-
merce. Since he opened Brown’s Cycles in
2000, Chris has made great contributions to
the Grand Junction business community, as
well as helping to spread the love of biking in
his community.

Chris began exploring his passion for bicy-
cle exhibition and repair while working as an
engineer where he would plan business trips
around cities with other bike enthusiasts.
Since opening his store, he has brought his
engineering background to his passion, cre-
ating new and innovative bikes. Perhaps most
notable is the bike he specially designed
which allows people with physical disabilities
to share in his passion for cycling. As a mem-
ber of the Downtown Association Board, Chris
is a proponent for all the businesses on Main
Street, and is currently working on a proposal
for a summer bike festival for Grand Junction.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
the service and achievements of Chris Brown
before this body of Congress and this nation.
Through his vision and determination, he has
made remarkable contributions to his Grand
Junction community. | sincerely thank him for
his efforts and wish him the best in his future
endeavors.
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the nation of Israel, the lone
beacon of democracy in a region roiling with
tyranny and oppression. In the ongoing war on
terrorism, we have no firmer friend than the
nation of Israel, and as we seek a lasting
peace in the Middle East, we can have no
stronger ally.

Today we celebrate Israel's Day of Inde-
pendence in 1948. For more than 50 years
our two great nations have forged a bond built
on a shared vision of democracy. Our similar
ideals and like minded determination protect
the freedoms of our citizens and ensure the
fundamental principles of equality and plu-
ralism.

It is a fact that Israel has had to live in the
shadow of danger because it has too often
been surrounded by enemies. That insecure
existence has demanded the sacrifice of nu-
merous Israeli soldiers, who have fought to
keep Israel independent and free in the face
of war and terrorism.

Today we also call to mind the victims of
the attacks Israel has weathered since its’ in-
ception. The dead and the wounded remind us
of Israel’'s valor and her willingness to protect
the basic aspirations of democracy: human
dignity, individual rights, and religious free-
dom.

Today, Mr. Speaker, is the day we celebrate
Israel's Day of Independence, and pronounce
our steadfastness to her survival and pros-
perity.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SALLY
SCHAEFER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege
to rise today and pay tribute to Sally Schaefer
for her remarkable contributions to her Grand
Junction, Colorado community. Her out-
standing dedication to Hilltop Community Re-
sources, which helps people with brain injuries
re-create their lives is certainly commendable
and worthy of recognition from this body of
Congress and this nation. It is my pleasure to
take this opportunity and thank Sally for her
many contributions to Grand Junction and the
State of Colorado.

Sally became interested in aiding others at
an early age by helping to take care of her six
younger siblings when they were sick. She at-
tended Marquette University Nursing School,
and in 1982 became a rehabilitation nurse at
Hilltop. Sally immediately took a leadership
role at the hospital, developing the Life Adjust-
ment Program for brain-injured adults, a pro-
gram that helps patients learn to live construc-
tive lives after they are discharged from the
hospital. In 1995, Sally negotiated the sale of
Hilltop’s rehabilitation hospital to St. Mary’s
Hospital in order for the Center to focus exclu-
sively on people readjusting to their lives after
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a serious medical trauma. In 1998, she be-
came chief executive officer of Hilltop, over-
seeing an organization with $40 million dollars
worth of assets and 400 employees.

Sally’s extensive involvement in her Grand
Junction community includes her participation
in numerous civic organizations. She serves
as chairman of the Victims of Crime state
board, an organization dedicated to victim's
rights, and for the Grand Junction Economic
Partnership and Rocky Mountain Health Plans.
She also serves as vice chairman of the Fort
Lewis College governing board, and is a mem-
ber of the state medical services board.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear Sally Schaefer plays
a vital role in her Grand Junction community.
Sally’s leadership and dedication as chief ex-
ecutive officer of Hilltop has helped it become
a preeminent rehabilitation facility for people
suffering from major trauma injuries. Her ef-
forts in serving the people of Grand Junction
and the State of Colorado are worthy of rec-
ognition before this body of Congress and this
nation today, and | thank Sally for her service.

———

H.R. 2239—REPRESENTATIVE
HOLT’S VOTER CONFIDENCE AND
INCREASED ACCESSIBILITY ACT
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Wednesday, April 28, 2004

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to add
my voice to the chorus of support for my col-
league, RusH HoLT's, Voter Confidence and
Increased Accessibility Act of 2003, H.R.
2239.

As a proud co-sponsor of this important
piece of legislation, | believe very strongly that
we need to ensure a voter-verifiable paper
audit trail for direct recording electronic voting
machines, or touch screen machines as they
are commonly called, in order to ensure the
validity of the election process.

The modernization of voting equipment and
the switch to computers encouraged by the
Help America Vote Act of 2002 has generated
considerable concern among my constituents
that the voting process may be subject to ma-
nipulation from unknown sources.

These concerns have been magnified by the
complexities involved in maintaining the integ-
rity of computer systems, training poll workers
in proper setup, operation, and trouble-
shooting, and educating the public on the
proper operation of these touch screen ma-
chines.

Listening to these concerns and under-
standing the importance of earning the public’s
trust in these new systems in order to carry
out a fair election in California, last year our
Secretary of State, Kevin Shelley, convened
an Ad Hoc Touch Screen Task Force to pro-
vide recommendations on the best ways to
address these issues.

Based on the discussions and recommenda-
tions that grew out of this task force, the Sec-
retary of State concluded last November that
a voter verified paper audit trail should be re-
quired on all touch screen voting machines
used in California.

Beginning on July 1, 2005, the Secretary of
State will require all local jurisdictions pur-
chasing new touch screen machines to ensure
that they contain a voter verified paper audit
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